
Introduction to the Book of Malachi 

 

Author: The author is identified as “Malachi,” which means “messenger.” Little is known about 

Malachi, aside from the fact that he was called by God to deliver a prophecy to Israel (1:1). 

Genre: Minor Prophet / Prophecy. The last of the minor prophets and the last book of the OT. 

Time: Most likely written between 440-430, in the mid-5th Century B.C.. The context of the 

book indicates that Malachi was a contemporary of Ezra and Nehemiah and would have 

spoken about 80 years after the ministries of Haggai and Zechariah.  

__________ 

Big Idea/Major Theme: Malachi is calling the people to renew their relationship with God. 

Throughout the letter, God accuses His people of unfaithfulness and the people question 

God’s accusations by continually asking Why? and How? they’ve disobeyed Him (1:6, 2:14, 

2:17, 3:7-8, 3:13). Ultimately, Malachi pronounces both a message of God’s judgement on 

Israel, as well as a message of hope and restoration for their future.  

__________ 

Biblical Context: God’s chosen people, Israel, have had many ups and downs. God brought 

them to the Promised Land (Joshua), they were then conquered and exiled into the wicked 

foreign land of Babylon (Kings, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, etc.), and were eventually able to 

return back to Jerusalem (Ezra, Nehemiah) - rebuilding both the temple (so they could 

worship) and the city walls (so they could live safely). However, once again, they get distracted 

in the work God has given them, and begin disobeying His commands like before. Malachi is 

the very last prophet of the OT, giving them one last opportunity to turn to God in repentance. 

Malachi ends with a prophecy regarding a future hope – a hope in which God will “turn their 

hearts” back to Him. Once Malachi ends, we have 400 years of “silence” from the prophets 

before we arrive at the hope of Jesus Christ in the NT.  

__________ 

Preaching Outline: 

9/26: Malachi 1:1 (Introduction) 

10/3: Malachi 1:1-5 

10/10: Malachi 1:6-14 

10/17: Malachi 2:1-9 

10/24: Malachi 2:10-16 

10/31: Malachi 2:17-3:5 

11/7: Malachi 3:6-12 

11/14: Malachi 3:13-4:3 

11/21: Malachi 4:4-6 (Summary) 
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Key Verses 

Malachi 1:10: “Oh that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would 

not light useless fires on my altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the Lord 

Almighty, “and I will accept no offering from your hands.”  

Malachi 2:10: Do we not all have one Father? Did not one God create us? Why do 

we profane the covenant of our ancestors by being unfaithful to one another?  

Malachi 3:6a: “…I the Lord do not change…” 

Malachi 4:5-6: See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and 

dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to their 

children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and 

strike the land with total destruction. 

 

Additional Study Resources  

 Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi: A 12-Week Study by Stephen Coleman 

 Joel, Obadiah, Malachi (NIV Application Commentary) by David Baker 

 “Malachi” in The Message of the Prophets by J. Daniel Hays  


