
Thinking Biblically and Theologically on Mask Mandates at CFC

I found out about the most recent Larimer County mask mandate last Sunday morning (10/17/21)
right before the worship service, and it made my heart heavy. It made my heart heavy not to consider
wearing masks again, per se, but to consider the division and disagreement that could, once again,
come from this conversation. I’ve done my best, as pastor of CFC, to offer up a way for us to think
about this mandate as Christians, so we can then make wise practical decisions at CFC. I’d
encourage you to read the passages below in their full context to understand them fully.

Many know that Romans 13 is the go-to passage used in this situation - i.e. when the government
imposes something on us that we don’t like. There, Paul simply says “let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established” (13:1). When
Paul wrote this, many Gentiles and Jews hated the Roman government for a variety of reasons. And
yet, Paul never specifies a time for when it’s okay to not submit to the government. He makes it a
blanket statement. Was Rome always doing what was right? No way. Did Rome sometimes infringe
on a Christian’s ability to worship well? Yes. And yet, Paul’s primary call is to submit regardless.

Peter’s writing in 1 Peter 2:11-25 is even more direct. It ties in the submission of Romans 13 with
character, trust in God, our Christian witness, and more. I’d encourage you to read this whole chapter
in context. In its context, Peter is speaking on how Christians ought to live in a pagan culture. In fact,
in verse 12 he says, “live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God...”. What do others think of you? What do they
see in your lifestyle? From there, Peter explicitly says “submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every
human authority...show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the
emperor.” If that wasn’t enough, he goes on to give two examples of this attitude of submission in
action. He points to slaves (v.18ff), who are called to submit even to harsh masters. But - more
importantly - he points to Christ, who literally “committed no sin” and yet submitted Himself to an
unjust government mandate.

Peter highlights that Christ chose to suffer, even though it wasn’t fair from both an earthly perspective
and a cosmic perspective. But verse 23b is where this explodes. Why did Christ do this? Because
“he entrusted himself to Him who judges justly.” The government wasn’t judging justly. But Christ
submitted Himself to the will of God the Father. Christ knew, despite the injustice, that ultimately God
the Father was watching over Him and ultimately God the Father was in control. God was sovereign,
not the government. So Christ could let go of His own well-being or unjust treatment. It’s deeply ironic
that Christ submits to a government that He himself put in place to unjustly punish Him. Wow.

Paul sets the stage for saying, “submit yourself to the government, because that’s what’s proper and
right.” But Peter goes further in saying:

● Submitting to the government is beneficial for your witness to others (by not making
unnecessary waves and picking non-Gospel fights).

● Submitting to the government shows you’ll trust God’s sovereignty over all things. Whether the
government is good, right, or fair, God works in and through that government, therefore, you
should do what the government says as an act of trusting God’s overarching sovereignty.



● Submission demonstrates the attitude of Christ. We become like Christ when we face unfair
pain and suffering, yet still trust God within it (see also Phil 3:10).

We can see places in Scripture where people explicitly break the commands of Peter and Paul
above. However, those appear to be laws which are very explicitly against God’s clearest laws and
commands. The midwives don’t murder the Israelite babies because even though it was commanded
by Pharaoh, it explicitly broke one of the 10 Commandments (Exodus 1). Peter and the other apostles
are commanded by the Sanhedrin to stop preaching Christ, but they disobey, saying, “we must obey
God rather than human beings” (Acts 5:29). Why? This explicitly went against Jesus’ Great
Commission in Matthew 28.

The rule of thumb for the Christian appears to be: submit to the government in all circumstances -
whether they are good or bad or you like it or don’t like it - unless they very explicitly go against one of
God’s most fundamental laws and ways of being.

This leaves me, personally, in a place of humility and submission. The government is asking that we,
as citizens, submit to their instructions for the safety of our community and to assist them in handling
COVID. This may be maddening, empowering, good, bad, right, wrong, unfair, deceitful, safe, etc.
Our thoughts and emotions will land in a variety of places. In private, we may discuss the silliness or
wrongness of this all. However - according to Scripture - our opinions on what the government is
doing is secondary to our response as Christians...Which appears to be that we should submit to the
mandates that are in place, in order to (1) provide a loving witnesses to our neighbors, (2) be
submissive to the government (and God) as Scripture requires, and (3) model the sacrificial lifestyle
and unjust treatment that Christ Himself received.


